Thursday, February 13, 2003
Exodus 10:1 – 29

Pharaoh’s continued efforts to compromise with Moses rather than obey the command of God demonstrates to us that God’s hardening of Pharaoh’s heart wasn’t the only power at work in the man’s life.  He was not willing to bow to God except under severe pressure, and as soon as that pressure was eased, he again tried to win at his sparring game with Moses, and with God.

Vast invasions of Egypt by locusts are not unknown. National Geographic in the early 1900’s published pictures of a plague of locusts and the shrubs and trees that they had stripped. Locust swarms can number well over a hundred million per square mile and have been known to cover 400 square miles. One locust plague in the 1920s and 30s lasted fourteen years as it made its way across Africa. Peasants in ancient Egypt prayed to a locust god in hopes of avoiding crop devastation by the creatures. Yet the Bible says that the locust plague brought by God was worse than any other that is recorded.


The plague of darkness struck out at the sun god Ra, one of the chief deities of the nation.  Although there was no widespread rebellion against Pharaoh, his officials began pleading with him to do as the God of Moses demanded. Pharaoh and his people would have been devastated not only by the agricultural loss brought by the plagues, but by the shock of being dominated at this time in their history. Egypt was very powerful, wealthy, and respected, and had been brought down by the God of slaves. Their power and even their religion had failed.  The Hebrew slaves had lost everything but God, but God turned out to be all they really needed.

